The author of this book has been keenly interested in the procedural management of pain for many years, and is well known for his expertise, particularly in the techniques of percutaneous cordotomy, pituitary adenolysis, trigeminal ablation and subarachnoid neurolytic blocks. The main value of this book is the description of these procedures and their effects.
Unfortunately there are few clinicians involved in this type of work and the reviewer received the impression that several chapters were added to broaden the popular appeal of the book. These chapters written in conversational style on such topics as operant conditioning, acupuncture, pain in the head and the intervertebral disc were based on small and often outdated bibliographies and made no real contribution to medical literature.
Few chapters, "Post Herpetic Neuralgia", being a noted exception, indicated what was the author's clinical practice. In fact after reading the interesting section on acupuncture the reviewer was left wondering whether the author used it in his practice at all. Perhaps the author's attitude was indicated by the statement "that it would be sensible to see acupuncture performed on at least one occasion before trying it out oneself".
Minor inaccuracies were quite common such as the statement that "there are two methods of carrying out a brachial plexus block", p. 340. The placement of needles for a lumbar sympathectomy on the lateral x-ray view on page 317 would not be accepted by all authorities, and the position of the needles for a coeliac ganglion block, p. 323, was difficult to visualise. However, perhaps the most disappointing feature of this book was the data which was not presented. The author indicated that percutaneous cordotomy in benign disease was hazardous but gave no hard data on the outcome in these circumstances. There was a brief discussion of the mechanism of pain relief achieved by neurolytic hypophysectomy but no mention of its cryosurgical ablation or comparison of results in different types of disseminated malignancy. Drug therapy and Anaesthesia and Intensive Care. Va!. Vllf, No. 4, November, 1980 behavioural management in the treatment of cancer pain was not discussed nor the role of epidural injections in lumbar disc disease.
This book makes interesting reading to the clinician directly involved in the management of chronic pain. It is unfortunate that its value is limited by deficiencies of both material and presentation.
J This edition, 11 years after the second, retains the same general format as the previous edition.
The first two chapters of the book are devoted to physiological and clinical aspects of controlled respiration. Though not the primary aim of this book, these chapters are disappointing with little improvement from the second edition. The optimal ventilatory pattern is only discussed from the point of view of adverse haemodynamic responses to intermittent positive pressure ventilation (IPPV). Positive end-expiratory pressure (PEEP) is discussed and dismissed in eight lines, and the physiology and application of intermittent mandatory ventilation is not included.
This contrasts with the succeeding excellent chapters on the physical aspects of automatic ventilation. A chapter on historical backgrounds has been expanded to include electronically and fluidic controlled ventilators.
The remainder of the book is devoted to descriptions of ventilators in current commercial production or still in widespread use. Many of these ventilators will be unfamiliar to practitioners in Australia. From the local point of view the Bennett MA-I, Bourns "Bear 1" and Monaghan "Volume" ventilators are included in the book, but the Bennett MA-2 and Campbell ventilators are not.
This book remains the definitive text on the physical principles of IPPV with its description of ventilators in current use, and hence justifies its place as an expensive addition to libraries in departments of anaesthesia and intensive care.
